
A r isk  assessment  i s  a  v i ta l  e lement  o f  heal th  and safety  management  and i ts  main
object ive  i s  to  determine the  measures  requi red to  comply  wi th  s tatutory  gu ide l ines
under  the  Heal th  and Safety  at  Work  Act  1974 and assoc iated regulat ions  to  reduce
the chance of  inc idents/acc idents .  When conduct ing act iv i t ies  outdoors ,  as  p[ar t  o f  a
school  act iv i ty  or  as  par t  o f  one o f  Ear thwatch 's  act iv i t ies ,  a  r i sk  assessment  should
be under taken .  

W h e n  c o n d u c t i n g  a  r i s k  a s s e s s m e n t ,  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  a d e q u a t e l y  a s s e s s e d  t h e
o u t d o o r  s p a c e  f o r  h a z a r d s ,  d e c i d i n g  w h o  m a y  b e  h a r m e d  a n d  b y  w h a t  a c t i v i t i e s
a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m e a s u r e s  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  p u t  i n  p l a c e  s o  t h a t  r i s k s  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d
a n d  i n j u r i e s  a r e  u n l i k e l y .  R i s k  A s s e s s m e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d  r e g u l a r l y ,  b u t
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  o u t d o o r  s p a c e s .

Risk Assessment Template

We have prov ided an example  r i sk  assessment  be low,  as  wel l  as  a  copy
of  the  r i sk  assessment  matr i x .  You may have a  school  r i sk  assessment
that  should  be used a lso .  I f  you need more  in format ion ,  speak to  your
des ignated Heal th  and Safety  lead  or  the  teacher  respons ib le  for  r i sk
assessments  in  your  school .  The process  should  not  be  onerous ,  but  r i sk
assessments  should  be based on the  f ive-step approach deta i led  in  the
Outdoor  Learn ing handbook .

https://www.hse.gov.uk/legislation/hswa.htm
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RISK MANAGEMENTRISK ASSESSMENT MATRIX
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For more information on Health and Safety at Work visit: https://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-
safety/risk/index.htm

There is also a useful section called Mythbusters to clarify any questions you might have around Risk
Assessments and Health and Safety: http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/index.htm

https://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/risk/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/index.htm

